-.r.a;l"'};.f!"f" York audiophil 8~
JTeredyto hear Shindo-san’s dmplifiers
Ple the wines they’ré ndined after.
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The moment when evervihing | helieved
about hi-h abruptly changed wasn't a
moment. exactly, more like two or three
howrs whiled away in the back of a hi-
fi shop in downtown Manhanan where
my [riend Jonathan Halpern worked as
asalesman in the summer of 1996, The
two of u= sal eross-legoed on the Qoor
of a tiny listening room crammed with
expensive audio equipment of recent
manilactore and stared al a pair of
histmely, -||Il.b|'!-|'| |||1.'m|-|r| boxes: ear-
1Il'|' I|'|.|I .lj|1'|'l11Hr|1. an 1-||||-r|_x 'I'I-illlll'n
had traded them in for a few hoondred
dollars. The fronts were covered with

fuzzy brown [abric of the kind you

jirf
migh

I see ona vinloge guilar amp, and
each box concealed a ten-inch “dual-
concentrc”  dover and a erossover
made by Tannoy in the late TN0%, We
didn’t speak much after Jonathan put

the first LP on the tumtable, except for
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grinning al cach other and nodding our
heads. Neither of us had heard recor-
ded musie sound so unrestrained and
exciting, so richly present; the widow’s
beat-up boxes made evervthing else
in the store sound compressed and
'alI 1'||||||.. Illlll!

much about what Tannoy was all alwout,

hli'..!l:'lll.'ll ||it|ll-l .'r,.llu'.'.
but after we'd gone through every LP
in the roeom 1 announced that | was bu-
ying the speakers, 1 don’t think 1 even
asked the price. Jonathan told me tha
el :|!I'|'.|||} decided 1o buy them., and
of course, he had dibs. So that night |1
went online, located a shop somewhere

in north England, and arranged to have

a clean pair of Tannoy 3175 shipped 1o
New York.

Unlike .|.;i|:1|l| 1|I1|] lo a lesser extent
Europe, US didn’t have an active mar-
ket in older components recognized

over the vears as elassies. The domes-

tic: hi-fi industry was a cult of the new,

confined mainly o newish companies
marketing “high-end™ electronies and
speakers, many essentially reeyeled
concepts  execuled  with  brand-new
Boutigque bits, amid reinvented every few
vears with suffixes like “Mark IV" o
“Ultimate,” Seemingly there was little
to be gleaned from listening 1o vimtage
hi-fi; how could it hope o compete with
digital amps and ceramic tweeters? Yel
a few hours with the homely Tannovs
managed to fundamentally rewire our
thinking about how recorded music
should sound. Today, the hi-fi 1 listen
to mostly predates my binth: various
Tannovs., Altec 7555, a Garrard 301
with an Orofon SPU. And some vears
ago Jonathan began o import o line of
smallish green electronics, field eoil
spedkers and phono esoterica from Ja-

pan made by Ken Shindo, equipment



More than any electronics | can
think of, Shindo’s amplifiers and
preamplifiers differ from each other
not so much in quality as in their
flavor, and over nights of listening

[ kept wondering about the wines
they were named after.

Was there a connection?

that had already developed a legenda-

rv reputation among hi-h aficionados
in Asia and Furope.

Shindo-san’s take on amplification
is nearly the inverse of the “high-end”
engineers'— he executes highly origi-
nal cireuits with a slew of antigque parts,
like World War I-era oil capocitors
and extinet German tetrodes, While
most designers model their ideal sound
on electronies from the likes of Audio
Research or Conrad-lohn=on, or even
the Melntosh and Marantz components
of the 19500, Shindos relerences go
back to the invention of electronic
recording and industrial equipment
pioneered by companies like Western
Electric and Klangfilm, The Shindo
sound bears out the approach—it cap-
tures the musicality, rchness, ani un-
restrained dynamics of these classics

while improving their technical beha-
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vior bevond even most contemporary standards, Seve-

il weeks of living with Ken Shindo’s e expensive

preamplifier, the Aurieges, left me seratching my head;

nothing I'd heard drew so much attention to the musical
meaning of the pedormance, vet the little preamp also
restored an oclave of bass and reams of detail to my hi-h
while remaining dead quiet even with the volume knob
open. Despite their sometimes pulse-quickening prices,
other components in the line impressed me even more.
And 1 couldn’t help but notice that the model names,
writlen in flowing gold seript on the Altec-green lacep-
lates, referved 1o French and North Italian wines, both
well known and obscure,

When it comes to wine, Ken Shindo obviously
isn't kidding around. Recently he armved in New York
bearing a magnum of Domaine de la Romanée-Conli's

Richeh a red burgundy as renowned for its




site bouquet as for its astronomical price. More

ertromics | can think of, Shinde’s amplihier

pliliers differ from each other not so much

s in their favor, and over nights of listening

dering about the wines they were named

Was there a connection? | wondered aloud over

fellow writer Michael Lavorgna, who respon-

i [ascinating idea—why not find out? So on

Ypril night we gathered 1o hear five amplificrs

ste—akay, drink—four white wines and one red.

=peaker designer John DeVore of DeVore Fidelity amd

ector and bon vivant Boris Kerdimun joined Jo-

Halpern, Michael Lavorgna and me at the down-

i salon In Living Stereo, Owner Steve Mishoe

= our genial host. We listened through the Shindo

ss=elto preamplifier, spun records using Shindo-san’s

Iy modified Gareard 301 wmtable and his version

Ortolon SPU moving-coil carridge. while Keith

=< henbirenner’s Audilorium 23 SoloVox speakers mo-

the air, Uncorking was done courtesy of o three-dol-
..|.!-'|'-<'|||'L.-i|'h"l.1..

We dleericled 1o proceed price-wise from least o most,

kicked off the night with the Montille, a diminuti-

W ilrll|l Ih;ll I'l'lil"- AN 2 |]|_|.'I!| |If I'II-H-I E|1'||'||:||1'.'-.

= partner—Hubent de Montille’s 2000 Pommand Les

Hugiens. Burgundy’s most famous peasant, Montille

ikes pinot noir thats utterly old-world in approach,

nphasizes acidity and terroir, and rewards aging. The

‘ommurd was made in o year usoally dismissed as me-

lioere: modest at first, alter twenty minutes it began to

show the telltale stink of old pinot and a long, savory

finish. Not mueh in the way of sweet fruit but lots of

structure, funk and charm, Perhops not surprisingly, the

linle fifteen-watt amplifier had a similar personality. A

little on the dry side acoustically, it seunded fast, de-

tailed and balunced, and proved shockingly involving:

the Montille managed to extract every last bit of musi-

cal excitement from the records, whether Pablo Casals

“Folklore Ezpagnol™ or a Cat Power 45. Things looked
promising,

The next contestant was the Montrachet, a chun-
ky d40-wall gangster based around the EL-34 pentode
that made jazz and pop—Ilike Elvis singing “Love Me
Tender™ on the original RCA single—soum] vast and
smoky, with a terrific sense of scale and drive. Of all
the amps, it had the greatest sonic resemblance 1o the
tubed mid-20th-century elassics, but senously impro-

ved on their agility and clarity. Ken Shindo, no doubt,
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maimedd  the push-pull amplifier afies

the: minisenle vineyard that sits asteidy

the villages of Pulig l_l.-"I-'|H||Im:'l1[.'i~lil;'ﬁ‘|'.

Chassagne-Montrachet, the most fumo-
us in Burguody. Lacking a sponsorship
leal with the Food Network, we aptesd
for a slightly more modest 2000 Puligny

from the premiere con Folatiere viney-

ey wine was arguab-

and ane ol the

|t|1'L | [T FRES [ |I- Lilll'illilﬂ'lillit' ”.‘um-\
browght the mimd 1o o delicions halt.

il sssumed that Shindo-san na-
lI||'I] illq' .ﬂl.r'llid_l:'-i'r“tl'll 1:r||'h'-1|" ;|1I4'r ||||'

Barbaresco producer when word came

pleasantly vegetal, alive, aml tensile in
1= II|iII1'|.t|I|'.. 'Hu' athitude was more
tracior than Allo-Bomeo, With it's glo-
wing Siemens F2ZAs, Cordese shared

the richness but added relinement— i

[rom Kawagoe, Jupan, that it wasaetls S poved surefooted with every sivle of
e T R e e e i
ully !I::-||Il<':l Fy thes rooadesst, umilisrloveds |m'|'&h1-_| am

white Piedmontese grape, The Tindy-
narieally grown 2000 Ulive Monferrato
Bianeo Montemaring pitehed camp li
from the splendors of Burgondy: oxy-

e o =ty le amed Tull=Baoddued, o tasted

-ul|!i1|.|i HIHI!- g

so mueh color and Tiarrnorid 4l

Lanii= Armstrong’s trumpet that ilspre-
s hetween the speakers verged on

||i|' IIE"'II'll"'IlI'IiE'.
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I-H |

fo

L

medd by the vioel 3008 mono amplifier, which: sounded Sa s there o connection? Ooly

e g mirth threatened 1o every hil as hineved, luxe and aristo- Ken Shindo knows for sure. A lonier
weermbelm our analytical abilities. Al cratie. The 2000 Corton-Claremagne— wine budget and more time conlid have
§eam bell vou is that the vino-theomio- — from Jean-Clagde Belland—delicate, — vielded o more precise conclusion (o
woe guarallicls collapsed altogether when tightly woumd, =0l vears Tom matun- possibly just muade os deanker), As 0
we mmeorkes ] the 20005 Les Herliers oo Iv |.1||||\.|'|hr|:|_l. marginally Itterwith b= owee Jell In Living Sterea buaoyant

Leante Lafon Macon-Milly: Lamartioe,  Shindo’s Corton-Cldemagne—a Her- and smiling, having tasted a few onfion-

erispe faidy stmple Macon. milage from Chave might bave been gettable wines and Teand some of the

tertainl \'{%

i R

il The 25-wan El- maost inspiving hi-li equipment known

t.'“‘j.\ |ru:l1i Hrluml b g, 11 was st IIIi||IIi;_'|II. anel Wi
-t B .

Slanes I,uu' i Yo our coda; spal-

s sirel,
Lz




MASSETO

The 100 % Merdol wine made by
Tuscany’s top producer Tenuta
dell'Ormellaia, Thiz Merlot 15 not only
considered as the best Merlot in laly
bt the best in the whole world after
Pétrus. No wonder it is called Talian
Pétrus,

Style: Big it sophisticated wine with
rich texture, velvety tannins and vivid
acielity.

MONTRACHET

The world’s most magical white wine
vineyard (8 ha) vielding astonishing

Chardonnay grapes, The small viney-

ard is split between the M growers,
All producers produce miniscular
quantity of this charming wine. The
mosl esteemed ones are Domaine de
la Romanée-Conti, Comte Lalon aml
Noitl Ramonel.

Sivle: Full-hodied white wines with
haemonions steueture, Rich buttery
lexture, peppermint aromas and lovely
crispiness derived from complex
minerality and seidity.

Juh Lilstonen,
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The FINE WINE Magazine is a luxurious and visually caplivating magazine
on greatest wines. Apar from a massive information package on fine and rare
wines, including up-to-date lasting noles, the magazine provides lascinating
stories and passionate lalk of intriguing wine personalities and extravagani
lifestyles, The truly exteaordinary photography of the magazine is by its Edi-
tor in Chiel Pekka Nuikki, whe is also known as a prolific wine author. His
latest ook presents 1N Masterpieces of German White Wines.

The FINE WINE Magazines. including the world’s only champagne ma-
gazine, the FINE Champagne Magazine, are published in three languages
and distributed in dozens of countries in all continems. The FINE's Editor
Juha Lilitonen kindly provided Tnmerworldaudio with background informati-

an on some of the wines thai appear on the laee plate of Shindos amplifiers,

CORTESE

ltalian well-appreciated white wine
varriely from Piedmont region conside-
red to vield the best wines from Gavi
are,

Style: Crisp, light-lodied white wines
with instant pleasure showing fresh
apple and lemon Havours and lean
finisl.

LAFON

Dominique Lafon is a king of Bur-
pundion whites, He is a white wine
specialist focused in Chardonnay
variety. He makes very mineral and
rich but elegant dey white wines with
sophisticated edginess.

Siyle: Depending on the wine Lafon
produces he is able to deliver the best
expression of each vinevard. All wines
are mrked with elegance — greal
balanee of buttery richness, vivid
aciclity amd minerality, and harmonio-
us balance of toastiness derived from
eqreful maturation in the new oak,

CORTON-CHARLEMAGNE

L umigue upper hillside Grand Cruo
vineyard just north of Beaune in Alo-
xe-Corton that bares its name for one
of the most long-lasting Burgundian
wines. Yielding mainly white wines
but also some reds. The king here 15 a
producer called Bonneao du Martray,
Style: Firm, erisp and restrained style
with iminense ageing potential, The
reds are very refined and delicate with
e frudt favonrs like Musignyvs and

Chambertins. Whites are as greal as
Meursaults and Montrachets, They
show less fruily Havours than Meur-
saults and Montrachets reminding
more Chalilis Grand Crus whites.

GISCOURS

Historical chitean with colourful
backround of ups and downs. Neven-
heless this beautiful chitean is loca-
tedd in the heart of Margaux region,
Sivle: Elegant, medinm-hodied wines
with good acidity amd level of mine-
rality expressing the delicate siyle of
Margaux appellation.

PETRUS

The world’s most
exteemed wine,

I 1 hectares vineyard
with unigue

red elay soil located
in e highest spol

in Pomeral plateau
produce the world's
best Merlol grapes.
Stvle: Medium-bodied
sophisticated wine
with supple tannins
ane vivid acidity
enchaneed with
minerality and peculi-
ar Havour of ack
truffles. Long savory

finish. &
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